MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
Meeting Date: Monday, 21st February 2022
Location:
Location: Community Centre Thomson Street
PRESENT:

Alan Finkernagel, Russell Neeves, Judy Neeves, Gail Drummond, Gwen
Downie, Graham Williams, Daniela Tronson, Jan Lang and John Lang, David
Jones.

MEETING OPENED: 7.03pm
Chairman Russell Neeves opened the meeting with our Mission Statement,
Acknowledgement of Country and welcomed all attendees.
APOLOGIES:

Nil

MINUTES:
there were no meetings in December and January. The January meeting was
cancelled by the committee out of concern for Covid.
The minutes of the November meeting were accepted
Moved- Gail Drummond
Seconded- Gwen Downie.

FINANCIAL REPORT:
FINANCIAL REPORT – February 2022
Income and Expenditure for January 2022
Balance brought forward from August 2021
$2801.44
INCOME
December 2021 Bank Interest
00.02
Sub Total

2801.46

EXPENDITURE
Nil
BALANCE as at 1st February 2022
$2801.46
John reminded the meeting of the outstanding unpaid invoice to the Chamber of Commerce
for an amount of $440.00 owed to Forum for printing of the Emergency Flyer.

Presented by & Moved- John Lang
Seconded- Gail Drummond
John Presented a tax invoice for Web site Annual Domain Name Registration to the amount
of $32.95 and sought approval to pay the bill.
Moved: John Lang
Seconded: Gwen Downie

CORRESPONDENCE INWARD
074/11 A letter from Nigel Smith (Council Coastal Coordinator) replying to my letter of
complaint that Forum had not been notified of the drop in sessions and boating
study for the Coastal Management Plan. 11/023
075/11 Notice from Bendigo Bank of pending closure 18th February 2022.
076/11 Acknowledgement from Council to receipt of my list of defective street signs in the
district.
077/11 Notice from Council announcing the painting of a mural on the wall of the public
amenities and large pots off Jacobs Drive at Ellmoos Reserve.
078/11 A response from Huskisson CCB quoting the cost to them of $47 pa to Fair Trading to
incorporate.
079/12 Reply from Gordon Clark (Strategic Planning Manager Council) to my question about
the creation of a public corridor along the sewer easement rout to the Golfcourse
estate. 12/24
080/12 Notification of proposed giveway sign and line marking at the intersection of
Government Rd and Sussex Inlet Rd.
081/2 Notification from Council of resumption of Community-led Resilience and
Adaptation Strategy with Griffith University.
Workshops via Teams meetings to begin at 3.00pm Thursday 24th February 2022.
082/2 Notification of and calling for participation in Community Workshops for the CMP.
Register by 23rd February
083/2 Invoice from Scott Morgan for web site domain name registration. $32.95
And various notices from Council Community Engagement and In Your Neighbourhood.

CORRESPONDENCE OUTWARD:
01/25 Thanks to Scott Wells (Principal Transport Engineer-Council) re comments on
DA21/2372 (Golfcourse estate Flood Free Access road to Suncrest Ave.

Copy of report available in minutes of this meeting.
01/26 A letter sent to Troy Punnett (District Engineer Council) re the Flooded Car Park
behind Peace Park. The letter was to endorse the sentiments of Sandra Gray on this
subject.
01/27 sent to all Ward 3 Councillors Councillors regarding the need to review the Swan
Lake Entrance Management Policy
Correspondence presented & Moved by Chairman
Seconded: Gwen Downie

BUSINESS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE:
Nil

GENERAL BUSINESS
1

After discussion the committee came to the conclusion and a decision made- that
there is no real benefit to Forum incorporating at this time.

2

Meeting night-conversation-Council has changed to 2 meetings per month

3

Nominations –AGM –March--------- 14 days prior to AGM

4

Demolition of Neighbourhood Centre & future of site
David Jones gave a full account of the current situation regarding the
Neighbourhood Centre. The neighbourhood Centre have been given notice to quit
the building for the building to eventually be demolished. The Neighbourhood
centre Committee are currently negotiating a new arrangement ie. future
accommodation.
David requested of Forum that if requested to assist with supporting letters in
future, they would be forthcoming from Forum.

5

PathwaysThe chairman asked for approval to send two letters to Councillor Patricia White.
a. Mulligan Reserve. A reminder to council that the proposed shared path on
Milligan reserve be constructed concurrently with the path already under
construction around the Inasmuch property.
b. Letter to Patricia re filling and grading of track between Springs Rd and
Lakehaven Dve.

6

Grass cutting reserves
There was general discussion about the lack of mowing the reserves. No action to be

7

Pump track
An update of progress

taken.

Motion by Gail Drummond that Forum write to Councillor Greg Watson and others,
reminding him of his promise to pursue the creation of a pump track in Sussex.
Seconded: Daniela Tronson
8

Gail Drummond moved a motion that all correspondence addressed to councillors
be copied to all councillors.
Seconded: Alan Finkernagel

9

Gail Drummond expressed her increasing concern for the destruction of vegetation
and foreshore in the Badgee area, illegal and dangerous behavior by operators of
craft on the waterway and concern for the future restoration of natural environment
on the public reserve on Suncrest Ave opposite Florida Cl.

Meeting closed at 8.51.pm

Next meeting – 21st March 2022

Daniela Tronson – Secretary
Judy Neeves- Publicity
Chairman

Russell Neeves- Chairman
John Lang -Treasurer

Alan Finkernagel - Vice

01/25

O01/26
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02/27
To all Ward 3 Shoalhaven City Councillors

5 February 2022

Subject: Review-Swan Lake Entrance Management Policy
Dear Councillors
You will no doubt be aware of the recent manual opening of Swan Lake as described in last weeks edition of Council’s In
Your Neighbourhood. The Sussex Inlet & Districts Community Forum feel it appropriate to bring to your attention the
need to review the Swan Lake Entrance Management policy.
The current policy was adopted in May 2004 and reviewed August 2008. Since the Policy was adopted there has been
ample opportunity for scientists, Council and community to observe the consequences of parameters laid down in the
Policy and for observations to be made and opinions to be formed.
The community have observed serious damage to the foreshore when the lake water level/height is sustained close to
the set trigger point of 2.47m AHD for long periods.
The foreshore erosion, damage to vegetation and loss to the community of access to the lake is highlighted in the
attached copy of the submission made by the Forum in 2015. No action was taken by Council on this matter at that time.
To demonstrate the problem now/prior to the lake being manually opened two weeks ago, you can see in the attached
photos the effect of the lake height on the shared pathway between The Springs and Cudmirrah. When the lake is held at
this height, not only the access via the pathway is lost but all beaches are flooded as well as the carpark at the catamaran
beach (photos taken 8th Jan 2022). I point out that according to Manly Hydraulics records, on this day the height was at
2.1m AHD, still with some way to go to reach the set trigger point of 2.47m.
The community are concerned for not only the lost assets but the negative effect on tourism.
We call for your support and for you to bring to the attention of Council the need to review the Swan Lake Entrance
Management Policy immediately.

Yours sincerely
Russell Neeves
Chairman-Sussex Inlet & Districts Community Forum

Reply from Council
-----Original Message----From: Michael Roberts <Michael.Roberts@shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 3 February 2022 11:04 AM
To: All Councillors <AllCouncillors@shoalhavenCityCouncil.onmicrosoft.com>
Cc: Colin Wood <Colin.Wood@shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Review-Swan Lake Entrance Management Policy
Dear Councillors,
In relation to email correspondence from Mr Neeves about Swan Lake, Council acknowledges that the Swan Lake
Entrance Management Policy (EMP) needs to be reviewed using contemporary information and for Council to exhibit the
highest level of environmental due diligence. The latter is an imperative consideration given that changes to the EMP
need to be canvassed and scrutinised by NSW Crown Land, with concurrence sought by NSW DPI Fisheries, for a licence
to be provided. NSW Crown Land does not support the artificial opening of an Intermittently Closed and Open Lakes and
Lagoons (ICOLLs) unless the proponent (i.e. Council or other agency) can demonstrate that the social, environmental and
economic benefits greatly outweigh any potential adverse impacts.
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Council’s recent experiences with NSW Crown Land in relation to other ICOLLs in the Shoalhaven LGA, has suggested that
NSW Crown Land only permit an EMP to prevent low level inundation of existing dwellings. Based on the EMP trigger
level inundation extents recently calculated with the latest available LiDAR survey at Swan Lake, there are no properties
or roads inundated at the emergency opening level of 2.5m AHD. Furthermore, lowering an ICOLL trigger level to
maintain a 3-metre-wide section of beach and not impact a designated off leash dog area, is unlikely to be considered
acceptable to NSW Crown Land, DPE-EES and DPI Fisheries. Despite this and acknowledging Mr Neeves’ observational
data about the shared user path from recent lake levels, it is understood that Council is proposing an elevated shared
path in this location, which would be constructed above the current Swan Lake opening trigger level.
Foreshore erosion and destruction of trees and grasses is a natural occurrence during flood events due to increased flow
velocities. Whilst there would be some erosion from wind wave actions across Swan Lake, the majority of erosion issues
are likely to be occurring due to wake from boats and jet skis – noting the large number of boats that use the lake for
water skiing and similar recreational purposes.

The NSW DPI’s position on ICOLL management is as follows
In particular, “In the long-term, local councils and government agencies should aim to reduce the need for artificial
manipulation of the entrance by taking active measures to remove, relocate or otherwise manage items of low-lying
infrastructure that currently necessitate breaches below the natural breakout range, and adopting catchment
management practices that:
*
reduce the inputs of nutrients and pollutants from point and diffuse sources,
*
prevent transfer of flood prone and riparian land on the margins of ICOLLs into private ownership,
*
prevent the future development or subdivision of flood-prone and riparian lands by adopting appropriate zonings
and buffers in planning instruments,
*
implement community awareness campaigns to gain broad based understanding and support for the
environmentally responsible management of ICOLLs”.

Swan Lake would have very limited point and diffuse pollution due to the generally undisturbed catchment and limited
development extent that discharges to it. The low-lying sections of land inundated up to the lake’s trigger level along the
Swan Lake and Inlet Channel is all Council managed land. No future development will be permitted in flood prone land.
Further work is required about community awareness and preventing illegal entrance openings. Collectively, the EMP
measures in place generally allow Swan Lake to mimic natural processes. In addition, the opening trigger level for Swan
Lake seems to be close to the natural berm height and hence can more closely mimic natural processes. The lake rarely
reaches 2.5m AHD and as soon as the Lake reaches the berm level (typically around 2 to 2.2m AHD) it has been
historically illegally opened.

In conclusion, the need to update EMPs will likely be an outcome of the relevant Coastal Management Program (CMP),
but the trigger levels and the rationale behind altering these, is at the mercy of the NSW State Government Agencies.
Kind regards,
Michael Roberts
Manager Environmental Services
Shoalhaven City Council

Reply by Russell Neeves
In response to Michael’s response, in the first instance I emphasise I appreciate and accept the facts and realities
expressed and the difficult position Council is faced with in trying to satisfy the community while conforming to
Government regulation.
Just one point is contentious. His paragraph on foreshore erosion demonstrates a lack of understanding of the reality at
Swan Lake.
1.
Swan Lake is an enclosed lake and therefore there is no flow. It is not a river.
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2.
3.

In all my submissions I have claimed the vegetation is eroded when the lake levels are held too high for
too long.
The major cause of the erosion is NOT from water craft, it is from wind chop.
As somebody who has used the lake for 65 years and the last 35 years sailboarding on the lake I believe I
am well placed to comment on the causes of erosion. On a typical day during the peak period of January
of any year there are no more than 20 power boats on the lake at any time. Made up of jet skis, ski boats
and tinnies. The wake or chop caused by these craft is nothing compared to the persistent wind chop
experienced by windsurfers and catamaran sailors. It is not unusual to experience waves 400mm high
during the prevailing north easterly wind in summer. When the less frequent westerly gusts appear the
waves can be higher. When the lake levels are low to medium you can stand on the beach and watch the
minute sand fines being deposited on the beach.
Power boats are present for a minute period of time compared to the 365 days a year, day or night when
the wind is blowing.

Cheers
Russell

Comment from Patricia White
In relation to your comments regarding the wind and erosion on Swan Lake I will pass this information on to the CMP
meeting to be discussed as part of the plan.
Clr Patricia White
Ward Three
Shoalhaven City Council
Chair of SEATS
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