MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
Meeting Date: Monday, 20 June 2022
Location:
Community Centre Thomson Street
PRESENT:

Gwen Downie, Jan Lang and John Lang, Gail Drummond, Sue Heycox, Judy Neeves, Russell
Neeves.

MEETING OPENED: 7.05pm
Chairman Russell Neeves opened the meeting with our Mission Statement, Acknowledgement of Country
and welcomed all attendees.
APOLOGIES:

Daniela Tronson

MINUTES:

The minutes of the May meeting were accepted
MovedSeconded-

John Lang
Judy Neeves

FINANCIAL REPORT:
Income and Expenditure for May 2022
Balance brought forward from 01 May 2022

$2768.58

INCOME
May Bank Interest

00.02
Sub Total

EXPENDITURE

2768.60

Nil

BALANCE as at 1st June 2022

$2768.60

Presented & Moved by- John Lang-Treasurer
Seconded-

Judy Neeves

3 invoices also approved for payment:

Moved by John Lang

Seconded by Gail Drummond.

100/5 Invoice from Scott Morgan for web hosting
$110.00
105/5 Invoice from Scott Morgan for website update & maintenance. $90.00
Annual donation for Inletter Partnership Renewal
$50.00
John Lang also gave a report on the conversation/correspondence with the Chamber of Commerce regarding
the outstanding payment to Forum of $440. It was resolved to pursue this outstanding payment.
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CORRESPONDENCE INWARD
Copies of all correspondence can be viewed at the end of the published minutes.
099/5
100/5
101/5
102/6
103/6
104/5
105/5
106/6

A response to Correspondence out re letter to Council about building on the floodplain. (05/31)
Invoice from Scott Morgan for web hosting
$110.00
Reporting statistics of visitations to website.
Notification from Council - Proposed Signage & Line marking Neilson Road Car Park –Sussex Inlet
Notification of the Draft St Georges Basin Flood Study for Community Comment.
Notification from Council – Road Safety Improvements Intersection of Sussex Inlet Road & Jacobs Drive.
Invoice from Scott Morgan for website update & maintenance. $90.00
Inletter Partnership Renewal
And various notices from Council Community Engagement and In Your Neighbourhood.

CORRESPONDENCE OUTWARD:
05/30 Letter sent to the CEO of Council 18 May 2022 re DA22/1508-COMMERCIAL JETTY NEILSON LANE.
The letter from Forum points out the community concern for traffic and parking impact by this development
& a contradiction in the DA regarding proposed design verses stated objectives.
05/31 Letter sent to the CEO of Council 18 May 2022 re COUNCIL BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE ON THE FLOOD
PLANE, related to a community discussion about the sale and Council potentially buying the Uniting Church
property.
05/32 Letter sent to Council responding to the notification & drawings of the planned improvements to the
intersection of Sussex Inlet Road & Jacobs Drive, in which we expressed our full support for the proposal and
thanked them for their efforts in pursuing this much needed infrastructure.

Correspondence accepted

Moved by
Seconded:

Judy Neeves
Gwen Downie

BUSINESS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE:
102/6 Notification from Council - Proposed Signage & Line marking Neilson Road Car Park –Sussex Inlet

1. A motion was put to write to Council and specifying that car spaces be marked to the largest
dimension according to Australian standards. Also notify Council of Forum’s indorsement of the
carpark improvements and thank them for the plan and the efforts in preparing it.
Moved-Gail Drummond

seconded-Gwen Downie

STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN – BUSINESS
A decision was made to arrange a meeting of the Action Plan working group – agenda – to review and
update the Plan in time for the pending visit by Darryl Low Choy (Griffith University).
Russell Neeves to announce a time and date for the Working Group to meet.
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GENERAL BUSINESS

2. A second invoice for the Emergency Incident Flyer $440.00 was handed to the Chamber of
Commerce through Peter Van Ovorst on 28th May. A couple of days later I received an email from
Sandra Gray stating that she presumed it had already been paid. We are still waiting for payment.
3. Questions to Flood Study – Russell Neeves presented a list of questions arising from the St Georges
Basin Flood Study for Forum to consider as a suitable submission from Forum to the Study. It was
decided that the advertised closing date for submissions to the study did not allow time for Forum
to prepare a suitable submission and that it would be best for individual submissions to be made.
4. Stats on Web site activity. Statistics show activity on the web site and it was noted that there has
been a considerable increase in new visitors to the site and also constant growth in total visitations.
5. Talk about Patricia White – Letters in Inletter –misrepresentation-discrediting FORUM + trees.
There was general discussion about the recent articles placed in the Inletter by Councillor Patricia
White regarding her animosity towards Forum.
6. TV – Publicity in LIONS window - $50.00 donation electricity. It was moved that Forum make a $50
annual donation to the Lions Club as a thank you and payment for electricity. Forum will proceed
with the installation of a TV in the window of the LIONS Bookshop for the purpose of advertising.
Moved- Gail Drummond,
seconded- Gwen Downie.
7. A question was asked by Sue Heycox. Do future flood events and planning equate to higher
insurance premiums? Answer YES.
8. It was resolved at Council to proceed and identify a potential site for a Pump Track and go to public
consultation.
9. DA22/1546 23 Jacobs Drive – Flood Evacuation Plan
This led to a discussion about the increased cost of living on the floodplain and in a bushfire zone.

Meeting closed at 9.05.pm

Next meeting – 15 August 2022

Daniela Tronson – Secretary

Russell Neeves- Chairman

Judy Neeves- Publicity

John Lang -Treasurer
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05/30

The Chief Executive Officer
Shoalhaven City Council
Mr Stephen Dunshea
Matters for consideration by Council re DA22/1508 – Commercial Jetty Neilson Lane.
18 May 2023
1

Parking
In the first instance the Forum would challenge the validity of the Traffic assessment made
in the DA wherein it states “ The proposal is of no concern with respect to local traffic
movements. The proposal will not result in any increased road traffic.”
Forum suggests, for there to be no impact on parking, it is logical to assume that the
proponent’s business would not expand.
Business expansion is surely the primary motivation to spend the money on improved
infrastructure.
Forum asks that this Development application be rejected on the basis that in its current
form, it does not address the fact that there is insufficient parking capacity at this site
already.
The community and numerous community groups have made repeated requests to improve
parking for trailers at this site and the most recent request was the attached letter to
Council below dated 3 May 2021.
Public submission from Sussex Inlet to the Coastal Management Plan will also reflect a need
to improve boat ramp facilities.
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Contradiction in the Development Application
In the Statement of Environmental Effects accompanying this DA, it tries to justify the project
on the basis that it will “ provide suitable access for persons of all abilities and is paramount to
the continued success of the business”.
Access to persons of all abilities will not be possible if the structure is built to the
accompanying engineering drawings. The drawings show the deck being fixed on pylons. For all
ability access the deck needs to float according to the tide or have a floating ramp.
Forum suggests that the applicant needs to address this deficiency if the project is to meet
the objective stated in the DA.

Yours sincerely
Russell Neeves-Chairman Sussex Inlet & Districts Community Forum
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The Chief Executive Officer
Shoalhaven City Council
Mr Stephen Dunshea
Parking at Neilson Lane boat ramp Sussex Inlet 3/5/2021.
Dear Mr Dunshea,
On behalf of the Sussex Inlet and District Community Forum I write to request that Council
consider the following.
For many years the community have discussed the need to do something to address the
limited capacity for vehicle and trailer parking at this site in peak times. It is normal to see
cars with trailers parked on both sides of Neilson Lane and spilling out onto River Road. For
years many options have been discussed to address the congestion and as late as last year
an opportunity for Council to acquire an adjoining block of land to the existing car park was
missed.
We note that a reference to parking at Neilson Lane appears in the Shoalhaven City Council
- Delivery Program Operational Plan 2021/22 DRAFT Budgets & Capital Works and the
worked to be done in the 2026/27 financial year to the value of $150,000. If this proposed
work is relating to the parking area at this boat ramp then the community of Sussex Inlet
would like to see that Council bring forward that date.
Recently (Council Strategy and Assets Committee meeting 13 October 2020 Item SA20.182
HPERM Ref: D20/435918), the community became aware of a proposal to establish a jetty
structure adjacent to the Neilson Lane Car parking area and boat ramp to be used for
commercial purposes. The community understands that this application is still under
consideration by various State Authorities.
It is of grave concern to the community that if a commercial operation of this nature is
approved, the parking problems that already exist will be exacerbated, particularly by
vehicles without trailers parking unnecessarily in that area.
In this light the Community of Sussex Inlet are alerting Council to the present mood on this
matter and seek support from Council when faced with a future Development Application
of this nature.
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The Sussex Inlet community also take this opportunity to request that Council plan for the
long term, by extending the size of the car parking facility at this location. The proposal is
that Council form a policy/strategy to acquire adjoining privately owned land as it comes
onto the open market. A plan of this nature also fits with the evolving strategy of a Planned
Retreat from the flood plane.
The community of Sussex Inlet hope that Council will give serious consideration to this
proposal.
Yours sincerely
Russell Neeves
Chairman
On behalf of Sussex Inlet and District Community Forum
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05/31
Mr Stephen Dunshea
Chief Executive Officer
Shoalhaven City Council.
18 May 2022

Subject:

Council building infrastructure on the flood plane.

I refer to item CL22.159 Sussex Inlet Library Investigations – Update
Council ordinary Meeting –Monday 28 March 2022

HPERM Ref. D22/70498

This matter was resolved that Council receive the Sussex Inlet Library Investigations Report and to receive
further reports on the matter as the ongoing investigations into an alternate site as it becomes available.
There is a conversation in Sussex Inlet at present that Council is investigating the purchase of the Uniting
Church/Community Church site in Jacobs Drive Sussex Inlet. The conversation amongst some individuals is
expressing a desire to create a civic precinct by combining the attached theatre site, Peace Park and the
adjacent car park with the church site. This same group of individuals are promoting this site as the preferred
location of a new Library, along with other services.
Mr Dunshea the purpose of this letter is to submit to Council that:
1. The above proposal to purchase the Church site is supported in principal by the majority, for the sake
of securing the site in public ownership. However there is concern for the cost of maintenance on
the existing structures.
2. The question of what Council does with the property once acquired, needs serious consideration.
3. To consider the construction of a new building on that site leads to the question.
Why would Council be spending rate payer’s money building infrastructure on the flood plane? The
Forum thought that Council by now would be adopting a policy to take every opportunity to retreat
from the flood plane.
4. May we recommend that Council adhere to the preferred sites at Thomson Street, as indicated in the
Staff Investigations Report for a suitable Library site. Forum recommends Option 1 as shown on the
attached plan.
We trust these thoughts can be of use when making decisions related to the above matters.

Yours sincerely

Russell Neeves
Chairman-Sussex Inlet & Districts Community Forum
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05/32

18 May 2022

To the attention of Ellann Lehdey (City Services-Shoalhaven City Council) & Ryleigh Bowman
(Design Engineer)

Dear Ellann

In response to this recent notification of the proposed improvements to the intersection of
Sussex Inlet Road and Jacobs Drive, the Sussex Inlet & Districts Community Forum would in
the first instance, express sincere thanks to Council and staff for the work so far in pursuing
this much needed infrastructure.

The brief given to Council some four years ago has been met in its entirety and exceeds
expectation. The community are grateful.

The Forum gives this proposal its full support and encourages Council to proceed at the
earliest opportunity.

Yours sincerely

Russell Neeves
Chairman Sussex Inlet & Districts Community Forum
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